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April 10, 2026


TO:  Sacramento City Unified School District (SCUSD) Board

RE:  Edward Kelley Preschool School Closure

The Rosemont Community Association (RCA), on behalf of the parents, students, and the larger Rosemont Community, requests that the SCUSD Board rescind the decision to close the Edward Kelley Parent Participation Preschool.

Edward Kelley School is a landmark in the Rosemont Community, a unique one-room school building, representing Sacramento’s educational history. The school has also achieved placement on the National Register of Historic Places. Because of the placement on the National Registry, there are limited options for reuse or remodeling making the building difficult to resell or repurpose. The Board has not provided the community with the future plans for the site, and with the limits placed by its status on the National Registry, the community is rightfully concerned that the property will fall into disrepair, be used by the unhoused, vandalized, or overrun by vermin and other pests. The community is not interested in a fenced-off, boarded-up building allowed to decay.  

The school and land were given to the SCUSD by the Kelley family with the requirement that the building would be used as a school. The SCUSD developed a unique and creative program – a school requiring parents to not only contribute financially but also volunteer in the operation of the school. This modality provides opportunities for parents to engage in their children’s education and develop meaningful partnerships with educators. Parents also learn important aspects of childhood development and reasonable age-based expectations of their students. 

RCA understands the financial challenges the district is facing over the next few years, however closing a school that engages parents and the cost is partially offset by willing parents, is a program to be celebrated and encouraged and not closed forever.  

Thank you for your consideration to rescind the decision to close the Edward Kelley School.  

Sincerely,



Dee Gavaldon
RCA Board President
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